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it is at the bost a forced and formal discussion. The
excellence of our Saviours moral precepts, the kind-
ness and simplicity, the self-denial and unblemished
purity of his life, his patience and meekness in the
hour of death, cannot indeed be spoken of but with
admiration, when spoken of at all, as they have often
extorted unwilling praise from the most willing and
malignant infidels. But are not these mentioned as
qualities in the abstract, rather than as the perfec-
tions and lineaments of our patron and benefactor
and friend, u who loved us, and gave himself for us;"
of Him "who died for our offences, and rose again
for on/' justification ;" " who is oven now at the right
hand of (Jod, making intercession for us?"" Who
would think that the kindness and humanity, and
self-denial, and patience in suffering, which we so
dryly commend, had been exerted towards oursvlw^
in acts of more than finite benevolence, of which we
were to derive the benefit; in condescensions and
labours submitted to for ovr sakes; in pain and
ignominy endured for otu* deliverance I
But these grand truths are not suffered to vanish
altogether from our remembrance. Thanks to the
compilers of our Liturgy, more than to too many of
the occupiers of our pulpits, they are forced upon
our notice in their just bearings and connections, as
often as we attend the service of the Church. Yet is
it too much to affirm, that, though there entertained
with decorum, as what belong to the day and place,
and occupation, they are yet too generally heard of
with little interest; 'like the legendary tales of some
venerable historian, or like other transactions of
great antiquity, if not of doubtful credit; which,
though important to our ancestors, relate to times
and circumstances so different from our own, that
we cannot be expected to take any great concern in
them i We hear them therefore with apparent indif-

